
Figure 1: Who’s Ranked Number One? 

United States China Ranked #1 
Data Provider 

Rank Score Rank Score Performer Score 

General Income and Performance 

Gross National Income Per 
Capita (US$) 

7 65,760 71 10,410 Switzerland 85,500 World Bank 

Labor Productivity (GDP, 
US$ per hour of work) 

6 65.51 58 10.68 Ireland 99.13 
Our World in 

Data 

Pre-tax National Income of the 

Top 10% Population (%) 
91 45.4 65 41.4 

Czech 

Republic 
28 

World 
Inequality 

Database 

Poverty (% of population living 
on less than $5.50 a day) 

26 2 72 23.9 Switzerland 0 World Bank 

Global Competitiveness Index 2 83.7 28 73.9 Singapore 84.8 
World 

Economic 
Forum 

Commercial Wealth 

Number of Billionaires 1 607 2 389 
United 
States 

607 Forbes 

Top 500 Global Brands: Number 

of Brands 
1 205 2 70 

United 

States 
205 Brand Finance 

Fortune Global 500: Number of 
Companies 

2 121 1 124 China 124 Fortune 

Fortune Global 500: Total 

Revenue (trillion US$) 
1 9.81 2 8.29 

United 

States 
9.81 Fortune 

Fortune Global 500: Total Profit 

(billion US$) 
1 848 2 442 

United 

States 
848 Fortune 

Innovation 

Global Innovation Index 3 60.56 14 53.28 Switzerland 66.08 WIPO 

Resident Patent Applications 

per Million Population 
6 869 4 890 

South 

Korea 
3,319 WIPO 

Resident Patent Applications 
per US$100 Billion GDP 

6 1,389 2 6,409 
South 
Korea 

7,779 WIPO 

Patent Applications Worldwide 
(thousand) 

2 521 1 1,328 China 1,328 WIPO 

https://databank.worldbank.org/data/download/GNIPC.pdf
https://ourworldindata.org/grapher/labor-productivity-per-hour-pennworldtable?tab=table&time=2017
https://ourworldindata.org/grapher/labor-productivity-per-hour-pennworldtable?tab=table&time=2017
https://wid.world/data/
https://wid.world/data/
https://wid.world/data/
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SI.POV.UMIC?most_recent_value_desc=true
http://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_TheGlobalCompetitivenessReport2019.pdf
http://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_TheGlobalCompetitivenessReport2019.pdf
http://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_TheGlobalCompetitivenessReport2019.pdf
https://www.forbes.com/sites/jonathanponciano/2020/04/08/the-countries-with-the-most-billionaires-in-2020/#13186a1d4429
https://brandfinance.com/knowledge-centre/reports/brand-finance-global-500-2020/
https://qlik.fortune.com/global500/
https://qlik.fortune.com/global500/
https://qlik.fortune.com/global500/
https://www.wipo.int/edocs/pubdocs/en/wipo_pub_gii_2020.pdf
https://www.wipo.int/edocs/pubdocs/en/wipo_pub_gii_2020.pdf
https://www.wipo.int/edocs/pubdocs/en/wipo_pub_gii_2020.pdf
https://www.wipo.int/edocs/pubdocs/en/wipo_pub_gii_2020.pdf


 
United States China Ranked #1 

Data Provider 
Rank Score Rank Score Performer Score 

R&D Spending (% of GDP) 9 2.84 13 2.19 Israel 4.95 World Bank 

Digital Technology 

World Digital Competitiveness 1 100 22 84.292 
United 
States 

100 
Institute for 

Management 

Development 

National Cyber Power Index 1 50.24 2 41.47 
United 
States 

50.24 Harvard 

Individuals Using the Internet 

(% of population) 
30 87.3 114 54.3 

Liechtenstei

n 
99.5 World Bank 

Fixed Broadband Subscriptions 
(% of population) 

22 34.7 30 31.3 Gibraltar 56.3 World Bank 

Top 500 Supercomputer: 
Number of computers 

2 113 1 212 China 212 Top500 Project 

Top 500 Supercomputer: 

Aggregate Performance 
(petaflops) 

1 668.7 3 564.0 
United 
States 

668.7 Top500 Project 

Society 

Happiness Index 18 6.94 94 5.124 Finland 7.809 

UN 

Sustainable 
Development 

Solutions 

Network 

Social Progress Index 18 86.43 86 63.72 Demark 90.57 Deloitte 

Global Religiosity index 34 60 57 14 Ghana 96 
WIN-Gallup 

International 

Number of Top-100 Ranked 
Universities 

1 37 5 6 
United 
States 

37 
THE World 
University 

Rankings 

Philanthropy (World Giving 
Index, percentage score) 

1 58 126 16 
United 
States 

58 
Charities Aids 

Foundation 

Tolerance (Inclusiveness Index) 68 44.38 91 36.57 Netherlands 100 UC Berkeley 

Good Country Index 40 40 61 61 Finland 1 Simon Anholt 

Democracy and Freedom 

EIU Democracy Index 25 7.96 153 2.26 Norway 9.87 The Economist 

Freedom House Global 
Freedom 

52 86 192 10 
Finland, 
Norway, 

and Sweden 

100 
Freedom 

House 

Freedom House Internet 
Freedom 

5 77 65 10 Iceland 95 
Freedom 

House 

https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/GB.XPD.RSDV.GD.ZS?view=chart
https://www.imd.org/wcc/world-competitiveness-center-rankings/world-digital-competitiveness-rankings-2020/#:~:text=The%20IMD%20World%20Digital%20Competitiveness,business%2C%20government%20and%20wider%20society.
https://www.imd.org/wcc/world-competitiveness-center-rankings/world-digital-competitiveness-rankings-2020/#:~:text=The%20IMD%20World%20Digital%20Competitiveness,business%2C%20government%20and%20wider%20society.
https://www.imd.org/wcc/world-competitiveness-center-rankings/world-digital-competitiveness-rankings-2020/#:~:text=The%20IMD%20World%20Digital%20Competitiveness,business%2C%20government%20and%20wider%20society.
https://www.belfercenter.org/publication/national-cyber-power-index-2020
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/IT.NET.USER.ZS
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/IT.NET.BBND.P2
https://www.top500.org/lists/top500/2020/11/press-release/
https://www.top500.org/lists/top500/2020/11/press-release/
https://worldhappiness.report/ed/2020/
https://worldhappiness.report/ed/2020/
https://worldhappiness.report/ed/2020/
https://worldhappiness.report/ed/2020/
https://worldhappiness.report/ed/2020/
https://www2.deloitte.com/content/dam/Deloitte/co/Documents/about-deloitte/Social-Progress-Index-2017.pdf
https://sidmennt.is/wp-content/uploads/Gallup-International-um-tr%C3%BA-og-tr%C3%BAleysi-2012.pdf
https://sidmennt.is/wp-content/uploads/Gallup-International-um-tr%C3%BA-og-tr%C3%BAleysi-2012.pdf
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/world-university-rankings/2021/world-ranking#!/page/0/length/25/sort_by/rank/sort_order/asc/cols/scores
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/world-university-rankings/2021/world-ranking#!/page/0/length/25/sort_by/rank/sort_order/asc/cols/scores
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/world-university-rankings/2021/world-ranking#!/page/0/length/25/sort_by/rank/sort_order/asc/cols/scores
https://www.cafonline.org/docs/default-source/about-us-publications/caf_wgi_10th_edition_report_2712a_web_101019.pdf
https://www.cafonline.org/docs/default-source/about-us-publications/caf_wgi_10th_edition_report_2712a_web_101019.pdf
https://belonging.berkeley.edu/inclusivenessindex
https://www.goodcountry.org/good-country/data-treatment/
http://www.eiu.com/Handlers/WhitepaperHandler.ashx?fi=Democracy-Index-2019.pdf&mode=wp&campaignid=democracyindex2019
https://freedomhouse.org/countries/freedom-world/scores
https://freedomhouse.org/countries/freedom-world/scores
https://freedomhouse.org/countries/freedom-net/scores
https://freedomhouse.org/countries/freedom-net/scores


 
United States China Ranked #1 

Data Provider 
Rank Score Rank Score Performer Score 

Human Freedom 15 8.46 126 6.17 
New 

Zealand 
8.88 CATO 

Personal Freedom 22 78.71 159 19.97 Norway 94.56 
Legatum 
Institute 

World Press Freedom Index 45 23.85 177 78.48 Norway 7.84 

Reporters 

Without 
Borders 

VAP Turnout (% of voting-age 

population that actually voted) 
150 47.15 - - Vietnam 99% 

International 
Institute for 

Democracy 

and Electoral 
Assistance 

Governance 

Government Effectiveness 34 91.35 158 71.63 Singapore 100 

Worldwide 

Governance 
Indicators 

(WGI) 

Rule of Law 22 89.9 115 45.19 Finland 100 WGI 

Political Stability 90 57.62 131 38.1 Greenland 100 WGI 

Corruption Perceptions Index 23 69 80 41 
Denmark; 

New 

Zealand 

87 
Transparency 

International 

Violence and Crime 

Estimate of Civilian Firearms 

(per 100 persons) 
1 120.5 139 3.6 Taiwan 0 

Small Arms 

Survey 

Firearm Deaths (per 100,000 
population) 

20 10.6 - 0.2 Singapore 0.1 
Institute for 

Health Metrics 
and Evaluation 

Crime Rate (per 100,000 

population) 
50 47.7 101 31.18 Qatar 11.9 Numbeo 

Incarceration (per 100,000 

population) 
1 639 129 121 San Marino 6 

World Prison 

Brief 

Environment 

Environmental Performance 

Index 
24 69.3 120 37.3 Denmark 82.5 Yale 

Biodiversity Index 11 0.42 4 0.55 Brazil 0.85 Mongabay 

Climate Change Performance 
Index 

61 18.6 30 48.16 Sweden 75.77 German watch  

Carbon emissions (metric 
gigatons of CO2) 

2 5.41 1 10.06 China 10.06 

Union of 

Concerned 
Scientists 

https://www.cato.org/sites/cato.org/files/human-freedom-index-files/cato-human-freedom-index-update-3.pdf
https://www.prosperity.com/rankings
https://www.prosperity.com/rankings
https://rsf.org/en/ranking
https://rsf.org/en/ranking
https://rsf.org/en/ranking
https://www.idea.int/data-tools/question-view/521
https://www.idea.int/data-tools/question-view/521
https://www.idea.int/data-tools/question-view/521
https://www.idea.int/data-tools/question-view/521
https://www.idea.int/data-tools/question-view/521
http://info.worldbank.org/governance/wgi/Home/Documents#doc-intro
http://info.worldbank.org/governance/wgi/Home/Documents#doc-intro
http://info.worldbank.org/governance/wgi/Home/Documents#doc-intro
http://info.worldbank.org/governance/wgi/Home/Documents#doc-intro
http://info.worldbank.org/governance/wgi/Home/Documents#doc-intro
http://info.worldbank.org/governance/wgi/Home/Documents#doc-intro
file:///C:/Users/STan/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/NRNL5AVS/Transparency.org
file:///C:/Users/STan/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/NRNL5AVS/Transparency.org
http://www.smallarmssurvey.org/fileadmin/docs/Weapons_and_Markets/Tools/Firearms_holdings/SAS-BP-Civilian-held-firearms-annexe.pdf
http://www.smallarmssurvey.org/fileadmin/docs/Weapons_and_Markets/Tools/Firearms_holdings/SAS-BP-Civilian-held-firearms-annexe.pdf
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/health/theres-a-new-global-ranking-of-gun-deaths-heres-where-the-u-s-stands
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/health/theres-a-new-global-ranking-of-gun-deaths-heres-where-the-u-s-stands
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/health/theres-a-new-global-ranking-of-gun-deaths-heres-where-the-u-s-stands
https://www.numbeo.com/crime/rankings_by_country.jsp
https://www.prisonstudies.org/highest-to-lowest/prison_population_rate?field_region_taxonomy_tid=All
https://www.prisonstudies.org/highest-to-lowest/prison_population_rate?field_region_taxonomy_tid=All
https://epi.yale.edu/epi-results/2020/component/epi
https://news.mongabay.com/2016/05/top-10-biodiverse-countries/
https://ccpi.org/
https://www.ucsusa.org/resources/each-countrys-share-co2-emissions
https://www.ucsusa.org/resources/each-countrys-share-co2-emissions
https://www.ucsusa.org/resources/each-countrys-share-co2-emissions


 
United States China Ranked #1 

Data Provider 
Rank Score Rank Score Performer Score 

Carbon Emissions Per Capita 
(metric tons of CO2) 

12 15.5 41 7.18 Congo 0.03 World Bank 

Nitrous Oxide Emissions 
(thousand metric tons of NO2) 

2 288,878 1 587,166 Andorra 0.02 World Bank 

Health 

Healthcare Access and Quality 
Index 

29 89 48 78 Iceland 97 Lancet 

Global Health Security Index 1 83.5 51 48.2 
United 
States 

83.5 
Nuclear Threat 
Initiative and 

JHU 

Life Expectancy at Birth (years) 37 78.9 62 76.7 Hong Kong 84.7 UNDP 

Healthcare Expenditure as % of 
GDP 

1 17 42 5 
United 
States 

17 OECD 

Hospital Beds (number per 

1,000 inhabitants) 
29 2.87 17 4.31 Japan 12.98 OECD 

Obesity Rate, % 12 36.2 169 6.2 Vietnam 2.1 WHO 

Clean Water Access (Population 

with access to safely managed 
drinking water, %) 

23 99 - 93 Greece 1 
WHO and 

UNICEF 

Infant Mortality Rate 48 5.6 60 6.8 San Marino 1.5 World Bank 

Immunization of Measles (% of 
children ages 12-23 months) 

57 90 1 99 

China and 

other 19 
countries 

99 
WHO and 
UNICEF 

Median Age 52 38.3 51 38.4 Japan 48.4 UN 

COVID: Total Confirmed Cases 

(thousand) 
1 16,717 75 94.5 

Antigua and 

Barbuda 
0.148 JHU 

COVID: Total Deaths (thousand) 1 303.8 40 4.8 Brunei 3 JHU 

COVID: Deaths (per 100,000 

population) 
12 92.85 165 0.34 Taiwan 0.03 JHU 

COVID: Case-Fatality Rate (%) 80 1.8% 10 5.0% Singapore 0% JHU 

Military 

Nuclear Weapons (warheads) 2 5,800 3 320 Russia 6,375 
Arms Control 
Association 

Military Expenditure ($ Millions) 1 605,803 2 227,829 
United 
States 

605,803 World Bank 

Military Expenditure (% of GDP) 22 3.1 40 1.9 
Saudi 
Arabia 

10.3 World Bank 

Armed Forces Personnel 
(Million) 

5 1.359 2 2.695 India 3.031 World Bank 

https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/EN.ATM.CO2E.PC
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/EN.ATM.NOXE.KT.CE?most_recent_value_desc=true&view=chart
https://www.thelancet.com/action/showPdf?pii=S0140-6736%2818%2930994-2
https://www.ghsindex.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/2019-Global-Health-Security-Index.pdf
https://www.ghsindex.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/2019-Global-Health-Security-Index.pdf
https://www.ghsindex.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/2019-Global-Health-Security-Index.pdf
http://hdr.undp.org/en/content/2019-human-development-index-ranking
https://stats.oecd.org/Index.aspx?DataSetCode=SHA
https://data.oecd.org/healtheqt/hospital-beds.htm
https://www.who.int/data/gho/data/indicators/indicator-details/GHO/prevalence-of-obesity-among-adults-bmi-=-30-(age-standardized-estimate)-(-)
https://washdata.org/data
https://washdata.org/data
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.DYN.IMRT.IN?most_recent_value_desc=false
https://www.who.int/teams/immunization-vaccines-and-biologicals/immunization-analysis-and-insights/surveillance
https://www.who.int/teams/immunization-vaccines-and-biologicals/immunization-analysis-and-insights/surveillance
https://population.un.org/wpp/Download/Standard/Population/
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/data/mortality
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/data/mortality
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/data/mortality
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/data/mortality
https://www.armscontrol.org/factsheets/Nuclearweaponswhohaswhat
https://www.armscontrol.org/factsheets/Nuclearweaponswhohaswhat
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/MS.MIL.TOTL.P1?end=2017&most_recent_value_desc=true&start=2014
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/MS.MIL.XPND.GD.ZS?end=2017&most_recent_value_desc=true&start=2016
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/MS.MIL.TOTL.P1?end=2017&most_recent_value_desc=true&start=2014


 
United States China Ranked #1 

Data Provider 
Rank Score Rank Score Performer Score 

Armed Forces Personnel (% of 
total labor force) 

73 0.08 118 0.03 North Korea 9 World Bank 

Military Strength (Power Index) 1 0.0606 3 0.0691 
United 
States 

0.0606 
Global Fire 

Power 

 

https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/MS.MIL.TOTL.TF.ZS?most_recent_value_desc=false
https://www.globalfirepower.com/countries-listing.asp
https://www.globalfirepower.com/countries-listing.asp

